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DEEPAVALI - FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.07 pm]:  Spring is 
traditionally a time of renewal, both in nature and in our cultural traditions.  This week in Perth the Hindu and 
Sikh communities are celebrating Deepavali, or Festival of Lights.  Deepavali is aligned with the lunar calendar 
and is celebrated worldwide for five consecutive days during October and/or November.  Last Sunday I attended 
the Tamil Association’s Deepavali celebration at Murdoch University, where a substantial and culturally diverse 
crowd enjoyed the superb entertainment and food available.  The Indian Association is holding another big 
Deepavali event this coming Sunday at the Herb Graham Recreation Centre in Mirrabooka, which I will also be 
attending.   

Deepavali literally means “row of lamps”, which symbolises the move from darkness to light, hope and renewal 
and the triumph of good over evil.  During the festival, the aim is for everyone to forgive and forget the wrongs 
done by others and to show compassion and friendship to all.  Deepavali is one of several lunar-based cultural 
events occurring around this time.  During September, the Chinese community traditionally celebrates the end of 
the harvest with the Moon Festival, which is again a time for family reunions and feasting.   

This October is also the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which is celebrated as the month in which the Holy 
Koran was revealed to the Prophet Mohammed.  Ramadan is a special time when Muslims around the world 
abstain from food and drink and other activities that divert their attention from religious observance.  The end of 
Ramadan is celebrated with a feast known in Arabic as Eid Ul Fitr, which literally means “breaking the fast”.  
Eid is a joyful time of forgiveness and peace, when Muslims visit family and friends to exchange gifts.   

In our own special part of the world, the Nyoongah season we are currently in is called Kambarang.  This occurs 
in October-November during the height of the wildflower season - again a time of renewal and rebirth.  At a time 
when global conflict and natural disasters threaten our world, we can draw strength from these ancient traditions 
which encourage us to renew our dreams of a better future.  Western Australia is home to more than 200 
different cultures, religions and languages.  We are one of the most successful migrant societies in the world and 
are blessed to be able to enjoy the cultural traditions and wisdom of so many diverse communities.   

In the context of the Deepavali, my sincere congratulations to the members of the Tamil Association, especially 
Mr Ravi Ravindran, and the Indian Society of Western Australia, especially Mr Atul Garg and their teams of 
executives and volunteers, who work so hard to share their cultures and traditions with all the people of Western 
Australia.   
 


